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July 26, 2020

Information for Research

A PROSPECTIVE OBSERVATIONAL STUDY TO EVALUATE SCREENING TESTS
INCLUDING SALIVA PCR TEST AND ANTIGEN FOR AIRPORT-SCREENED
SUBJECTS AS PART OF QUARANTINE MEASURES AGAINST THE COVID-19

Bureau of International Health Cooperation, National Center for Global Health and
Medicine (NCGM), JAPAN will conduct the following research.

B Purpose and Method of this research
It is said that the COVID-19 was able to spread globally because asymptomatic
persons can infect others. For this reason, the quarantine stations at the airports
are now carrying out nasopharyngeal PCR tests for individuals who are entering
Japan. Nasopharyngeal PCR test is the gold standard to date; however, it might be
burdensome for both individuals and quarantine officers, because it is sometimes
painful, may take long time to carry out, and there is a risk of exposure from
passengers to officers.
For these reasons, we conduct research to compare to nasal discharge and saliva
PCR tests/LAMP Method (to check for presence or absence of the COVID-19 virus
genes) and antigen tests (which detects a specific protein that the COVID-19 virus
has) to conventional nasopharyngeal PCR.
Participants who can be enrolled in this study are individuals who are twenty years
old or older, and were tested positive for COVID-19 at the airport and admitted to
the Facility for Mild or Asymptomatic Patients. On day one through to seven,
participants will be tested by 1. Nasopharyngeal PCR, 2. Nasal quantitative antigen,
3. Nasal qualitative antigen, 4. Self-collected sublingual PCR, 5. Self-collected
nasal PCR, 6. Self-collected saliva PCR, 7. Self-collected saliva LAMP, and 8. Self-
collected saliva quantitative antigen.

B Research period
From July 26, 2020 to March 31, 2021

B Participants to enroll in this study
Individuals who are twenty years old or older, and were tested positive for
COVID-19 at the airport and admitted to the Facility for Mild and Asymptomatic
Patients



B Sample and Information of this study
Information to be collected in this study are age, sex, result of the tests among
others. No personally identifiable information will collected, in line with the “Ethical
Guidelines for Medical and Health Research Involving Human Subjects” stipulated
by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and the
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, JAPAN.
The results of this study will be presented in medical journals and academic
conferences. In any situation, your personally identifiable information will not be
disclosed.

B Conflict of interest
We report conflict of interest to NCGM conflict of interest management committee
and manage it according to the request by the committee. There is no conflict of
interest for the researchers in this study.

B Funding of the study
The research funds for this study will be provided through the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare Administrative Promotion Survey Program Cost Subsidy
(MHLW Special Research Program for Science) of FY2020.

B How to access the study protocol
If you wish to know more about this study, it is possible to access the documents
such as the study protocol to the extent that does not violate the intellectual property
rights of investigators or the rights of the participants. Please access contact
information if needed.

M Disclosure of personal information
This study does not collect any personally identifiable information. This procedure

does not apply.

B Principal Investigator
Dr Masataro Norizuki
Bureau of International Health Cooperation (BIHC), National Center for Global
Health and Medicine (NCGM), JAPAN

B Contact information
Dr Masataro Norizuki, Deputy Director, Division of Global Health Policy and
Research
Bureau of International Health Cooperation (BIHC) National Center for Global



Health and Medicine (NCGM), JAPAN

1-21-1, Tokyama, Shinjuku, Tokyo, 162-8655, JAPAN
TEL: +81(0) 3 3202 7181 (Ext. 2762)

FAX: +81(0) 3 3205 7860

E-mail: m-norizuki@it.ncgm.go.jp

B Place of posting/delivery
This information is posted on BIHC website.
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